
June 13, 2017 
The regular meeting of the Council of the City of Martinsville, Virginia was held on June 

13, 2017 in Council Chambers, Municipal Building, at 7:30 PM with Mayor Gene Teague 

presiding. Council Members present included Gene Teague, Sharon Hodge, Chad Martin, 

Jennifer Bowles, and Kathy Lawson.  Staff present included City Manager Leon Towarnicki, 

Assistant City Manager Wayne Knox, City Attorney Eric Monday, Commissioner of Revenue 

Ruth Easley, Finance Director Linda Conover, Police Chief Sean Dunn, and Assistant Police 

Chief Eddie Cassady.   

Mayor Teague called the meeting to order and advised Council would go into Closed 

Session beginning at 7:00 PM.  In accordance with Section 2.1-344 (A) of the Code of Virginia 

(1950, and as amended) and upon a motion by Council Member Hodge, seconded by Council 

Member Lawson, with the following 5-0 recorded vote: Mayor Teague, aye; Council Member 

Bowles, aye; Vice Mayor Martin, aye; Council Member Lawson, aye; and Council Member 

Hodge, aye.  Council convened in Closed Session to discuss the following matters: (A) 

Consultation with legal counsel and briefings by staff members, attorneys or consultants 

pertaining to actual or probable litigation, or other specific legal matters requiring the 

provision of legal advice by such counsel, as authorized by Subsection 7.  At the conclusion of 

Closed Session, each returning member of Council certified that (1) only public business 

matters exempt from open meeting requirements were discussed in said Closed Session; and 

(2) only those business matters identified in the motion convening the Closed Session were 

heard, discussed, or considered during the Session.  A motion was made by Council Member 

Lawson, seconded by Council Member Hodge, with the following 5-0 recorded vote in favor to 

return to Open Session: Vice Mayor Martin, aye; Council Member Lawson, aye; Council 

Member Hodge, aye; Mayor Teague, aye; and Council Member Bowles, aye. 

Following the invocation by Vice Mayor Martin and Pledge to the American Flag, Teague 

welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

Consider approval of minutes of the May 23, 2017 Council Meeting – Council Member 

Bowles made a motion to approve the minutes as presented; Council Member Lawson 

seconded the motion with all Council Members voting in favor. 

Hear an update from United Way Executive Director Kim Adkins – Mayor Teague 

indicated that this item would be delayed until the June 27, 2017 Council meeting. 

Conduct a public hearing for consideration of citizens interested in appointments for 

two 3-year term positions beginning July 1, 2017 and ending June 30, 2020 to the 

Martinsville City School Board – Mayor Teague opened the public hearing.  City Manager 

Towarnicki announced Donna Dillard who submitted an online application was interested in 

the vacancy.  City Attorney Monday announced James Hyler and Victor Correa would also like 

to be considered.  Tonya Jones and Phillip Harris expressed their interest in being considered 

for the vacancy.  Council Member Hodge announced Barry Broadnax.  No other names were 
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mentioned so Mayor Teague closed the hearing.  Towarnicki indicated that interviews would be 

scheduled for June 27, 2017 before and after the scheduled Council Meeting.  Candidates 

would be contacted to schedule their interview time next week.   

 

Conduct a public hearing concerning the intention of City Council  to propose for 

passage an Ordinance authorizing the issuance of not to exceed $11,740,000 principal 

amount of water and sewer revenue bonds of the City of Martinsville, Virginia related to the 

City’s sewer interceptor project – Mayor Teague rearranged the agenda moving items 5 and 6 

up.  After comments by City Manager Towarnicki regarding the sewer interceptor project and 

financing, Teague opened the hearing on sewer bond issues.  No one approached the podium.  

The hearing was closed and no Council action was necessary.  

Consider approval on second reading of an ordinance authorizing the issuance of up to 

$11,740,000 principal amount of water and sewer revenue bonds of the City of Martinsville, 

Virginia and providing for the form, details, and payment thereof, related to the City’s sewer 

interceptor project – Council Member Bowles made a motion to approve the ordinance on 

second reading; Council Member Hodge seconded the motion with a 5-0 roll call vote: Council 

Member Hodge, aye; Council Member Lawson, aye; Mayor Teague, aye; Vice Mayor Martin, 

aye; and Council Member Bowles aye. 
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Conduct a public hearing jointly with the Martinsville Planning Commission on the 

Zoning Ordinance update and consider approval of the ordinance on first reading – Planning 

Commission Chairman Tim Martin opened the Planning Commission meeting.  Commission 

attendees included: Tim Martin, Joseph Martin, Ural Harris, Jim Barnett and Sarah Krauss.  
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Wayne Knox provided a summary of the Zoning Ordinance changes for Council using the same 

PowerPoint Frank Cox presented at the May 9, 2017 joint Council Meeting.  After the 

presentation, Council members asked questions to clarify certain points and after discussion, 

Mayor Teague opened the public hearing by asking how many desired to speak.  

Commissioner of Revenue Ruth Easley addressed the impact on property assessments by 

noting most of the zoning ordinance changes are lateral changes with no need to reassess at 

this time.  The next scheduled reassessment is in 2019 and she noted by then, there may be 

an impact particularly in the commercial district.  Glen Powell of Forest Street asked when the 

last time the flood plain ordinance was updated, stating that he likes the R16, R9, and R6 

current designations since the designations clearly note the required lot sizes.  He thinks 

multi-family should be allowed in all districts and said he cannot find a definition of “cluster 

homes” in the ordinance. It was later noted by the Planning Commission staff that multi-

family is allowed in all districts contingent on obtaining a special use permit, which requires 

both Planning Commission and Council action.  Don Grayson of Mulberry Road asked if multi-

family residences are allowed on the vacant parcel below his house and it was confirmed that 

yes, it was allowed subject to the special use permit.  Grayson said he did not favor multi-

family in that area due to possible devaluation of residential single-family properties.  Council 

Member Hodge noted that same argument could be applied anywhere in the City and that the 

ordinance need to ensure such issues are handled fairly and consistently in all areas.  It was 

noted again that multi-family is allowed in all residential areas subject to a special use permit.  

Glen Powell cited the Breezes Apartments on Mulberry Road as an example of multi-family 

that does not seem to negatively affect the value of surrounding properties.  Planning 

Commission Secretary Krauss cited several areas needing grammar changes and the day care 

provision in the Zoning Ordinance should match the state regulations.  Mayor Teague asked 

why these issues were brought to Council at the public hearing rather than addressed through 

the Planning Commission before the ordinance was brought to Council.  Hearing no further 

public comments, Teague declared the hearing closed.  After further discussion, Chairman Martin 

heard a motion from Joseph Martin to recommend to Council adoption of the ordinance on first reading as 

amended; the motion was seconded by Ural Harris.  City Attorney Monday noted that the ordinance 

would have to be approved on first reading as presented, not as amended since an amended ordinance has 

not yet been provided to Council.  Any changes to the ordinance could then be provided to Council at the 

next meeting when final approval on second reading occurs.  After further discussion and research by 

Monday, it was recommended that, given amendments would be discussed at the Planning Commission’s 

June 22
nd

 meeting with further recommendations coming to Council, rather than the public hearing being 

officially closed, it be continued to the next meeting when Council can have the full text of any 

amendments.   City Attorney Monday said if Council is fine waiting on first reading adoption, he 

recommends the public hearing be continued to the next meeting since amendments are expected.  Mayor 
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Teague reopened the public hearing for the purpose of the adoption of the zoning ordinance.  Council 

Member Lawson made a motion to continue the public hearing to June 27, 2017; Council Member Hodge 

seconded the motion with all Council Members voting in favor.  Teague asked that anyone who had 

questions or concerns to contact Tim Martin or Wayne Knox. Teague asked Knox to provide a list of 

concerns that have been addressed be made available at the next Council meeting. 

Consider approval of consent agenda – Council Member Bowles made a motion to 

approve the consent agenda as presented; Council Member Hodge seconded the motion with 

all Council Members voting in favor. 

 

Business from the Floor – India Martin, 845 Dogwood Drive, a recent Radford University 

graduate and Sophia Esdaile introduced themselves to Council noting that they are both interning with 

Council Member Bowles for the summer.     

Ural Harris, 217 Stewart Street noted from the newspaper article that $100 million is going to the 

Berryhill Industrial Park in Danville and wanted to know why Danville gets economic development and 

Martinsville gets left out.  Harris noted that residents are waiting on information from Council regarding 

the sewer negotiations, stating that it was a shame that the City let the water/sewer agreement “get away 

from us” and it has put the City in a bad position. 
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Mayor Teague asked Police Chief Sean Dunn to come to the podium.  Mayor Teague expressed 

his regret that Dunn would be leaving the Martinsville City Police Department.  Council Member Hodge 

echoed Teague’s words; she thanked Dunn for his management of the police department and appreciated 

that he was familiar and worked with the Strategic Plan.  Council Member Lawson said Dunn brought an 

entirely different style of leadership to the Police Department and she thanked him for his relationship 

with the community.  Vice Mayor Martin said Dunn has always shared the spotlight and brought others to 

the forefront.  Martin said he would see him in Williamsburg later in the month.  Council Member Bowles 

shared other Council Member sentiments, stating the community policing efforts make her proud and 

residents feel safe.  City Manager Towarnicki said Chief Dunn brought many successful ideas with him to 

Martinsville and he has heard many positive comments from residents.  He says that crime is down which 

reflects on Dunn’s leadership.  Chief Dunn said he is humbled and says it has touched his heart to hear 

from the residents the past few weeks.  Every step of the way, Eddie Cassady has been by his side so he 

has no doubt that the City will be in good hands.  The community-policing legacy will carry on and the 

future looks bright.  Dunn thanked the City for the opportunity and said it has been the greatest three 

years of his career.   

Comments by members of City Council – Council Member Bowles congratulated recent 

graduates.  Vice Mayor Martin reflected on Father’s Day and the men who have served an 

important role in his life presenting City Attorney Monday, Mayor Teague, City Manager 

Towarnicki and Assistant City Manager Knox with neckties.  Council Member Hodge commented 

on a recent incident involving the new meter system, acknowledging that the new meters are beneficial.  

The City system received a notice from the electric meter at her house indicating an unusually high 

temperature at the meter, an electric crew responded and pulled the meter and found an unsafe situation in 

the meter box that could possibly have led to a fire.  Power was temporarily disconnected.  Although 

inconvenienced by the interruption in power, Council Member Hodge was appreciative of the notification 

that may have prevented serious damage.  Council Member Lawson thanked City Attorney Monday for 

the Best of Virginia list which including several local businesses.  Lawson reminded residents of 

upcoming Mustangs games and fireworks shows.  Lawson also recognized Bobby Scott, Safety 

Coordinator who would be leaving the City for other employment.  Mayor Teague thanked the Planning 

Commission for their hard work and reminded residents that those members are volunteers.   

Comments by City Manager – Towarnicki commented on the meter incident at Council 

Member Hodge’s residence and explained that the Electric Department follows up with those alarms 

regarding electricity and water at residents.  Mayor Teague asked for a report on power outages and 

alarms since the new system has been in place.  Towarnicki reported on the meeting earlier in the day at 

New College Institute hosted by Bassett Furniture CEO Rob Spillman and Senator Stanley, which was 

attended by approximately 35 business and industry leaders discussing the future of NCI.  The meeting 
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was productive with many good ideas and discussion, the future for NCI appears encouraging.  

Towarnicki said there would be another town hall meeting later in the month.   

City Attorney Monday pointed out that Martinsville and Henry County was probably second only 

to Roanoke on the Best of Virginia awards list in the number of local businesses recognized.  Monday 

recognized Carlisle School for being on that list for years running.   Monday encouraged citizens to fly 

their flags June 14, 2017 for Flag Day.   

There being no further business, Council Member Bowles made a motion to adjourn the 

meeting; the motion was seconded by Council Member Hodge with all Council Members voting 

in favor.  The meeting adjourned at 9:20pm. 

 

 

______________________________________   ______________________________________ 

Karen Roberts      Gene Teague 

Clerk of Council           Mayor   


